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the host-mediated assay were inconclusive.  Both styrene and styrene
oxide have been reported to have clastogenic activity*

Teratogenicity

Styrene was found to be less embryotoxic than styrene oxide.
Both compounds cause malformations in developing chicks.  Trichloro-
propylene oxide (l,2-epoxy-3,3,3-trichloropropane), an inhibitor of
epoxide hydratase, has some synergistic effect on the enibryotoxicity
of styrene and styrene oxide.

Carcinogenicity

The only bioassay conducted thus far for styrene is inconclusive.
The most significant aspect of the toxicology of styrene oxide is its
carcinogenicity.  It is of interest that this compound is also a sub-
strate for the mixed-function oxidase enzyme system.  Thus, it may be
questioned whether styrene oxide itself is a reactive metabolite lead-
ing to a carcinogenesis or whether it must be further converted to
the ultimate carcinogen.